Recognising respiratory tract infections in children.
Respiratory tract infections are common in children and diagnosis is usually made from the history and presenting symptoms, which can include cough, wheeze and fever, among others. Community practitioners assessing children with respiratory tract infections should always consider symptoms and associated risk factors, such as prematurity and congenital heart disease, as these children will benefit from early referral and specialist management. Community practitioners have a role to play in encouraging uptake of immunisation for children and smoking cessation in parents.